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SHARE Fun Walk ’09 Goes Virtual, Too

Lending much-
needed support
to SHARE is a
family affair
for Fun Walkers
(left to right)
MacKenzie,
Stacy, Carolyn,
and Sid Martin.

SHAREtruly needs yourhelp to make thisspecial fundraisera major success!PLEASE SIGN UPTODAY!

This year, for the first time
ever, everyone can join
us for SHARE’s largest
fundraiser of the year,

Fun Walk ’09. Now in its 24th year,
we’re asking all of you to link onto
www.sharefunwalk.kintera.org/2009
and find out instantly how to become
a “virtual” walker if you can’t make it
to the UMass Dartmouth campus on
October 18.

With one keystroke, you can
register to walk, sponsor a walker,
or make a general donation using a
credit card. It’s that easy. The best
thing you can do for SHARE is to
spread the word via this wonderful
Web site to all the family members,
friends, coworkers, neighbors, and
acquaintances on your e-mail list.
We’re looking for 100% participation
from everyone reading this newslet-
ter. Now you can be a “walker,”
too—no matter where you live or
what you may be doing that day.
Please take a moment to check it
out and give us a hand.

The tough economic times have

really taken a toll on SHARE, and we
don’t want to disappoint the people
that turn to us for help by having to
turn them away. Although the
financial picture appears bleak, our
organization is busier than ever, with
demand for our services growing
every day. That’s why we rely on
fundraisers like the walk to keep
afloat. But we can’t do it without
your help. Please join us—virtually
or physically—for Fun Walk ’09.

If you are fortunate enough to
come to campus on October 18, you
are guaranteed to have a lot of fun.
The walk starts at 10 a.m. in the
Athletic Center. You can enjoy
complimentary doughnuts and
coffee during registration, which
begins promptly at 9 a.m. Any walker
who turns in $50 or more can choose

either a free T-shirt or coffee mug, as
well as an item from the Treasure
Chest.

Once again, our top walkers will
earn valuable gift certificates to local
restaurants and other establish-
ments thanks to the fantastic gener-
osity of neighboring merchants. As
always, there will be other prizes,
activities, and food and refreshments
served buffet-style when you finish
the route.

In addition to our “virtual walk”
Web site, we have an enclosed
“support form” in this newsletter
that you can fill out. If you sponsor
one of our long-time clients like
Linda or Paul, you’ll certainly be
there in spirit!

Continued on page 3
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Summer Fundraisers Held in Support of SHARE

SHARE is grateful to the hard-
working men and women who
organized events over the past
couple of months to raise money
to support our work.

The 26th Annual Ben Boyle/
Ron Kostyla Golf Classic was held
on July 26 at the Richmond
Country Club in Hope Valley,
Rhode Island. Enthusiastic golfers
braved the sun and rain to raise
approximately $5,500 to provide
services and equipment to chil-
dren and adults with disabilities.
Special thanks to Bill Pimental and
Bob Bjorklund, the Sunday Morn-

ing Golfers, and the Pawtuxet Valley
Rotary Club, organizers of the event.

August 9th was an extremely
busy day on the UMass Dartmouth
campus. The 15th Annual Classic
Auto Show and Fun Day featured 135
classic and antique cars and trucks
on display, as well as dozens of flea
market vendors. The event raised
more than $5,000 to support the
work at the Center for Rehabilitation
Engineering. Organizer Dave Martin
and the rest of his crew did a super
job. The more than 1,000 people who
attended also got a chance to see
Rob Cagnetta from Heritage Restora-

tion, Inc. use his huge pumpkin
chucker to toss watermelons
through the sky at a once-classic
car—now a little less classic.

Later that afternoon, SHARE’s
first helicopter golf ball drop
event took place over the UMass
Dartmouth track. The big winners
were Daniel McCarthy of New
Bedford, Joe Rebeiro of Berkley,
and John Freeman of Fall River,
who donated his share back to
SHARE.

Our thanks to all of the folks
who worked tirelessly cooking,
selling, running games, judging
entries, taking photos, loading
watermelons, awarding trophies,
and working to keep all the events
on schedule. A good time was had
by all. Don’t miss this event next
year.

Of course, SHARE is especially
grateful to all the golfers, car show
enthusiasts, and individuals who
participated in these activities. They
continue to help SHARE bring the
gift of communication to people
of all ages with disabilities. ■

Are you ready for some side-splitting
laughter? Did you think “My Big Fat
Greek Wedding” was an awesome
movie? Well, Out of the Gutter
Comedy will present a show on
Friday, October 16, 2009, that
celebrates the uniqueness of
Portuguese culture and highlights
the amusing moments of being first-
generation Americans. In this region,
many people will certainly be able to
relate to those experiences!

Best of all, the comedy/improv
troupe’s live act at the Sky Room

at Howland Place, located at
651 Orchard Street in New Bedford,
will benefit the SHARE Foundation,
thanks to the generosity of those
involved.

Doors open at 7 p.m. and the
show starts at 9 p.m. Light fare and
refreshments are available for
purchase at the venue. Tickets are
$15 for this age 21-and-older only
event. To buy tickets, call SHARE at
508-999-8482.

Out of the Gutter Comedy,
whose members are based out of

southeastern New England, have
developed an avid following and
their shows sell out quickly, so call
soon to avoid disappointment. More
about the troupe can be found at
Myspace.com and Facebook. ■

Comedy Show Planned to Benefit SHARE

Ed DeMello of South Dartmouth receives
his “Professor’s Choice” trophy from
SHARE founder Les Cory for his mint-
condition 1966 Mustang.

Tournament organizers Bob
Bjorklund and Bill Pimental
congratulate the winner of the
Jet Blue Challenge.
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Jill Ravida of Bridgewater describes
the progress her son Mitchel has
made as “somewhat of a miracle.”

When he was 18 months old,
Mitchel lost his language skills and
was diagnosed with Landau-Kleffner
Syndrome (LKS), a rare neurological
disorder characterized by the sudden
or gradual development of aphasia,
or difficulty in producing speech.

“We were told that he would
never speak or would have ‘Charlie
Brown Syndrome’ whereby he would
never be understood,” Jill said.

The Ravida family, which also
includes Jill’s husband Dominic and
children Jade, 16, and Ashley, 8,
heard about the SHARE Foundation
through a speech therapist who
knew about the organization and its
client services coordinator, Beverly
Thorn.

“At the time we hooked up with
SHARE, Mitchel was completely
nonverbal and communicated with
sign language,” Jill recalled. The
Center for Rehabilitation Engineer-
ing, which SHARE supports, pro-
vided Mitchel with a computer with
Boardmaker Speaking Dynamically
Pro. This software produces natural
sounding, high-quality speech.
Using a touch screen, Mitchel was
able to point to objects on a screen
to express his wants and needs to
others.

“Using the computer allowed
him to relax and eased his frustration
at not being able to communicate...It
was a very helpful resource as he
couldn’t talk at all,” Jill said.

She noted that Mitchel also
would play a few games on the
computer and used an interactive
“Arthur” character CD that allowed
him to watch a story on screen as it
was being read and touch objects
and learn what they are called.

Finding His Voice
Four-year-old Mitchel Ravida’s communication skills improve every day

“Every day, I’m thankful. It was
hard for me to accept that he
wouldn’t be able to communicate…
it was very hurtful news. But, we
pushed forward,” Jill said.

Fast forward to approximately
five months ago and that’s where the
“miracle” comes in.

With the help of early interven-
tion teachers and speech therapists,
Mitchel started talking. “He would
cut off the beginning and ends of
sentences and only use the vowels
and it was garbled, but he was
talking. Through the schools, he’s
come very far. He’s now verbal,
although he still needs work. In
the fall, he starts his third year of
preschool where he has a one-to-one
aide for social function and commu-
nication skills.”

Therapists have told her that her
son has a speech disorder called
apraxia, which also is sometimes
known as dyspraxia. The disorder is
characterized by the speaker having
trouble saying what he/she wants
consistently and correctly.

And Mitchel faces some other
challenges, such as difficulty chew-
ing, sensory dysfunctions, and depth
perception problems that make it
difficult for him to walk down stairs.
But Jill describes the boy as “a
naturally driven child,” a quality that
has helped him to progress. “He’s
done most of the hard work himself.
He’s very smart and perceptive. His
effort level has been the key factor in
his ability to achieve this success,”
she said. “I’m impressed by his skills.
He inspires me and his teachers
every day.”

Mitchel is currently continuing
to work on his communication skills.
“It’s been a long road, but Mitchel’s
very focused on learning…I’m
extremely grateful to SHARE and the
schools for giving him the tools to
help,” Jill added. ■

Remember, SHARE relies on this
walk and its other fundraisers to help
our clients with cerebral palsy, ALS
(Lou Gehrig’s disease), spinal cord
injuries, multiple sclerosis, and
many other conditions. During these
difficult times, they need your
support now more than ever.

So let’s get started. You can
become a virtual walker by visiting
www.sharefunwalk.kintera.org/2009.
Or you can call (508) 999-8482, mail
in the enclosed registration form, or
e-mail your information to SHARE@
umassd.edu, and we’ll sign you up.
Rain date is October 25, but we’re
ordering up sunny skies and perfect
autumn weather for the 18th. See
you then! ■

SHARE Fun Walk ’09
Continued from page 1
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Thank You. We extend our heartfelt thanks to the many supporters who have donated to

SHARE over the past several months. Your generous gifts are making it possible for us to provide the

opportunity for independent communication to more children and adults with disabilities.

The following donations were received from
April 1, 2009 through August 31, 2009.

THANKS  TO

Mary G. Adams
Edward Almeida
Joanne E. Augusto
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Auyang
Judith A. Barrowclough
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Bates
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Baxter
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Berg
Dr. Martin Bide
Susan Blom
Elizabeth Bowen
Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Branco
Marilyn J. Cabral
Mark Carney
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Caron, Jr.
Kristy Casella
Dr. & Mrs. Robert H. Caverly
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Caverly
Marcia Chisholm
Natalie Cocroft
Dr. John K. Conboy
George T. Cooper
Corner Sports Store
Thomas Daigle
Steven A. De Rossi
P.J. Dias
John P. & Mary Beth Dowd
Michael Duarte
Robert & Carole Duarte
Robert & Shirley Dufresne
David English
Brenda Ferreira
Peter Gagnon
Jamie German
Paige Gibbs
James A. Golen
Marie B. Greig
Ralph E. Hanson
Mr. & Mrs. William D. Hennessy
Jonathan Hird

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Huidekoper
Mario G. Jeronimo
Ernest A. Kinzie
Gerard M. Koot
Jeannette & Bradford Leal
Joyce M. LeBlanc
Ronald C. LeBlanc
Kevin Lehy
Michelle Levesque
Keith Mackenzie
Ann Marie MacWhinnie
Efrem G. Mallach
Raymond R. & Barbara Marchand
Julie Maty
Mr. & Mrs. Richard McNally
Edward M. Mello
John & Carol Mullaly
Phyllis & John Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Marcel Nadeau
F. Lee Nason
Daryl Nobles
Gina Nolan
Theodora Oakes O’Hara
Rita H. O’Neill
Maureen Osolnik
Drs. Richard & Carolyn Panofsky
Lorraine T. Perry
Edith Pliskin
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Poire
Eric & Nancy Quintin
Gayle A. Raposa
Reginald & Claire Remy
Elizabeth Rennick
Bill & Donna Richmond
Stephen G. Rodkey
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Schaefer
Bruce Shlager
Milton Silva
Arthur St. Pierre
Matthew Sylvain
Roger Tache
Doris Thornton
Prof. & Mrs. Howard C. Tinkham
Nancy Tooley

James D. Uperti
Alan Ventetuolo
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ward, Jr.
Donald Wilbur
Mr. & Mrs. Bradford Wordell
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Zekan
Dr. & Mrs. Max Zurflueh

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Assonet Auto, Inc.
Bank Five
Elaine Bazemore
Berkley Used Auto Parts
Richard & Paula Bolig
Borges Foreign Auto Parts, Inc.
Bristol County Savings

Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Bristol County Street Rod Association
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Campbell
Catherine Mary Cetta
Dom Corey Upholstery &

Antique Auto Restoration
George DaCamara
Dr. & Mrs. Kermit W. Dewey
Michael Duarte
Dr. & Mrs. Gilbert Fain
John A. Freeman
Freetown Auto Parts
Mr. & Mrs. William Glaser
Prof. James T. Griffith
Lisa & Walter Hermeneau
Paulette Howarth
Kelly’s Tire Mart
The Kinsale Inn
Wayne S. Kirylo
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kurtz, Jr.
Prof. Susan J. Leclair
Vernon & Elizabeth Mace
Mr. & Mrs. William Makepeace
Dr. G. K. Maravelas
Ricky W. Massey
Janice McKeachern
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Miller
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Paul A. Nolin
Perry Auto Sales
James J. Pirozzi
Reese’s Auto Sales
Marc Scanlon
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Schoening
Linda Smith
Greg & Brenda Stone
Swansea Lions Club
Mr. & Mrs. William Thorn
Freida & Robert Wallstein
Helga M. Washburn
Gregory S. Wolf

IN MEMORY OF

Barbara Abeshaus
James Abeshaus
Robert & Freida Wallstein

Jane P. Ackley
Mr. & Mrs. George C. Ackley

Josephine T. Alberico
Sandra Alberico

Tom & Dorothy Alcock
Elizabeth A. Alcock

Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Almeida
Michael & Eleanor Almeida

Donald J. Amaral
Linda A. Amaral

Helen L. Anderson
Dr. William H. Anderson

Chester W. Baker, Jr.
Rita L. Baker

Matthew Benoit
Prof. Alden W. & Theresa Counsell

Alpheda Bussiere
Ella Botelho
Patricia M. Machado-Tavares

Allan L. Campbell
Jeanne C. Walker

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Canto
Michael & Eleanor Almeida

Deceased Family Members
Patricia M. Machado-Tavares

Paul Chatterton
Mike & Beverly McCormick

Marilyn K. Daniels
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bushnell

Tom Denney
Edith D. Denney

Tom, Helen, & Tommy Dolan
Michael & Ann Welch

Terry Dubois
Aaron N. Mittleman

Bernard E. Dutra
Hilda Dutra

John & Mary Esposito
Louis & Frances Esposito

Joseph A. Finelli
Catherine Finelli

George Fletcher
Doris Fletcher

Ellen Berg Freeman
John A. Freeman

Brenda Karnasiewicz Freese
Helen Carvalho
Richard R. & Marjorie Medeiros

Paul W. Gerbick
Elizabeth Ann Gerbick

Donald Gibson
Paul L. Sincero

Jack Halloran
Carolyn & Alexander Jordan

Helen Hart
Mr. & Mrs. G. Robert Williston

Suzanne Healey
James Healey

Nola Hindemith
Woodstoves & Fireplaces Unltd.

Jacob Kaput
Mrs. James Kaput

Stanley Karnasiewicz
Helen Carvalho
Janet & Brian Harrison

Louis F. Klein, Jr.
Prof. Emeritus Walter

Mierzejewski
Ronald A. Kostyla

Mr. & Mrs. Leo Fox
Edwin Limoges

Mr. & Mrs. James Gomes, Jr.
Marianne Maravelas

Dr. G. K. Maravelas
Theresa Maravelas

Dr. G. K. Maravelas
Jeremiah McCarthy

Gerald McCarthy
Francisco & Maria Medeiros

Cecilia E. Medeiros

 Fr. Fred Meyers
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ratajack

Ted Moller
Paul L. Sincero

Muriel A. Motta
Dr. Arthur Motta

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Neronha
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Hakeem

Charles J. O’Gara
Mrs. Charles J. O’Gara

Mrs. Arlene Oliveira
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Oliveira

Joan Ottaviano
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Ottaviano, Jr.

Our Parents Departed
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bushnell

Evelyn L. Park
Prof. Alden W. & Theresa Counsell

Sharon Purcell
Dr. Walter A. Mierzejewski

Eugenia Perry
Dr. Walter A. Mierzejewski

James M. Shepley, Jr.
Richard & Minette Prior
Richard & Shirley Prior

Ruth Shepley
Joyce L. Hatch
Jane Jewett
Jennifer Shepley
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Silvia

Dr. Robert W. Small
Irma Small

Dr. Robert W. Small, Jr.
Irma Small

Reverend Donald E. Snow
Nancy Snow

Lucien Soucy
Mr. & Mrs. Robert O. Lachapelle

Salvatore J. Speno
Mrs. Salvatore J. Speno

Edmund R. Swift
Prof. Alden W. & Theresa Counsell

Tadeusz Swiszcz
Annette Dwyer

Albert Szczur
Dr. Walter A. Mierzejewski

Eugene F. Tavares
Mr. & Mrs. Russell B. Neville

Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Ventura
Michael & Eleanor Almeida
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Harold H. Walter
Bruce Walter

Cecilia Butler Ward
Dr. Richard J. Ward

Lorayne Wheeler
Ernest A. Wheeler

Dr. E. Foster Wiggins
Mrs. E. Foster Wiggins

James H. Wilde
Gladys A. Wilde

IN HONOR OF

Richard Bushnell’s 90th Birthday
Mr. & Mrs. Seth Bushnell

Tor Clark
Deborah P. Clark

Lester & Patricia Cory
Dr. G. K. Maravelas
Mary Leeman

Kenneth A. Douglass
Rita Sylvia

Lucille Hadley’s 90th Birthday
Katherine Simon

Those Lost In Iraq
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Lord

Judith Kinzie
Ernest A. Kinzie

Jeffrey A. Lawrence
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Ferreira

Robert Lovely
Sandra Alberico

Shirley Poling’s 80th Birthday
Mr. & Mrs. Paul S. Pastie

Paul Remy
Mrs. John Kiley

Robin Singer
Deborah P. Clark

Linda Texceira
Clara & Lenny Worsley

Mark Whittaker’s Ingenuity
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Walsh

EQUIPMENT DONATIONS

Neil A. Barker
Sheila P. Brackett
Jo-Anne Butler
Dr. & Mrs. Lester W. Cory
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Dietrich
Rob Kielbasa
Edith C. Libby
Mr. & Mrs. William Makepeace
Palco Plastics
Timothy Smith
Adam Wooley

AUTOMOBILE DONATIONS

Les and Pat Cory

ARE YOU AN
ON-LINE SHOPPER?
You can get discounts on
almost all your on-line
purchases and earn money
for your favorite charity by
simply adding one mouse
click to your shopping
procedure.

E-mail Share@umassd.edu,
put “shopping” in the subject
line, and we will e-mail you
the details and a web link.


