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UMass Dartmouth Center for Rehabilitation Engineering
Appoints Director for Research

D r. Howard E. Michel,
assistant professor of
electrical/computer
engineering at the

University of Massachusetts Dart-
mouth, was appointed associate
director for research at the University’s
Center for Rehabilitation Engineering.

“I’m delighted that Howard has
agreed to take on this important
leadership role,” says Center
director Lester W. Cory. “With his
help, the Center’s potential for
growth and sustainability is
outstanding.”

Michel has been teaching at
UMass Dartmouth since 1999. He
previously served as a full-time
visiting lecturer at the University of
Dayton and retired from the United
States Air Force in 1994. His military
career as a research, design and test
engineer and engineering manager
principally involved computer and
space technology. Michel was also a

jet aircraft pilot, flying the B-52
among other planes.

“I’m excited about joining the
Center for Rehabilitation Engineer-
ing and the opportunity to work with
Professor Les Cory. Under Les’s
direction, the Center has been doing
wonderful work for more than 20
years, providing innovative solutions

Continued on page 2

Pictured with
Professor Howard
Michel (at right),
newly appointed
associate director
for research, are
Professor Philip
Viall, associate
director, and
Professor Lester
Cory, director of
the Center for
Rehabilitation
Engineering at
UMass Dartmouth.

to assist people with disabilities,”
Michel said.

Michel added that because
existing technology has not yet been
able to help everyone who needs it,
the Center must take the next step
forward and become a national
center of excellence in research in

FY 2004: A Banner Year for Client Services
The continued generosity of our
steadfast supporters has helped the
UMass Dartmouth Center for
Rehabilitation Engineering mark
another bright year of achievement
and growth in client services.

In Fiscal Year 2004, the Center
served 277 children and adults,

including 134 new clients. Our team
of staff and volunteers provided 116
systems to clients and conducted 70
evaluations, completing a total of
722 service transactions for the year.

Cerebral palsy, ALS, multiple
sclerosis and blindness are the
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developing technology to assist
people with disabilities.

“My goal is to have the Center
receiving more than $500,000
annually in research money from
organizations such as the National
Science Foundation (NSF) and the
National Institutes of Health within
five years, and more than $1 million
annually within 10 years,” he said.

The new associate director
earned a Ph.D. in computer science
and engineering from Wright State
University, masters of science
degrees from the University of
Massachusetts Amherst and the
University of Southern California,
and his undergraduate degree from
New Jersey Institute of Technology.

Michel is co-authoring a
textbook on Computer System
Performance Evaluation and has
published more than 22 journals and
conference papers in the areas of
expert systems, artificial neural
networks and optical computing. He
is currently co-principal investigator
with faculty members from UMass
Dartmouth’s College of Nursing on a
NSF grant to develop a decision aid
for use in acute care nursing
environments. He holds one patent
and has two others pending and
has supervised more than 22 MS
students and two Ph.D. students. �

Director for Research
Continued from page 1

The SHARE Foundation recently was
awarded a $10,000 Polaroid Fund
grant from the Boston Foundation.
SHARE, the fundraising arm of the
University of Massachusetts
Dartmouth Center for Rehabilitation
Engineering, will use the grant to
support the Center’s off-site
assessment and training program
for clients who need adaptive
computer equipment.

Through the program, a trainer
makes site visits to new and current
SHARE clients in their homes,
hospital rooms and nursing care
facilities. The trainer assesses clients’
needs, instructs them in the use of
computer systems and related

Polaroid Fund Grant to Support Client
Assessment and Training Program

equipment, and evaluates the quality
of clients’ existing systems, updating
equipment as needed. The Center
program provides vital outreach
services to individuals who have
no means of transportation to the
University or who live in nursing
homes or other assisted living
facilities.

“We are very pleased that this
grant will allow a skilled computer
technologist to work with our clients
to ensure that they have the appro-
priate equipment and training that
best meets the needs of their
changing physical conditions,”
says Professor Les Cory, SHARE
Foundation president. �

Through the Beaumont Foundation
of America, the SHARE Foundation
has received a grant award of
technology equipment valued at
approximately $28,000.

Under the grant, 15 laptop
packages were provided to SHARE
in February. Each includes a laptop
with MS Office, a three-year

SHARE Receives Technology Equipment
Grant from the Beaumont Foundation

FY 2004: A Banner Year for Client Services
Continued from page 1

leading conditions for which the
Center has provided adaptive
technologies to clients. In all, indi-
viduals with 47 different disabilities
have received equipment and related
services through the Center.

Since its inception, more than
2,300 clients have enjoyed more
productive, independent lives
through the ingenuity of rehabilita-
tion engineering—and the concern

and generosity of SHARE's commu-
nity of friends and supporters.

On behalf of the many children
and adults whose lives have been
enriched by your kindness, we
extend our warmest thanks and
deepest appreciation. This vitally
important work would not be
possible without you. Thank you for
ensuring that quiet miracles happen
every day. �

extended warranty, a mouse, theft-
deterrent software, and a backpack.

The laptops have been used to
expand the demo area at the Center
for Rehabilitation Engineering  and
also are being distributed to clients
whose needs are best suited to this
type of technology. �

Computers Needed
SHARE welcomes donations of

modern computer equipment—

computers that run at 500 mhz

or faster and monitors with

15-inch or larger screens.

If your company has surplus

equipment, please contact

SHARE at 508-999-8482.
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Computer Technologists Join Center
for Rehabilitation Engineering Staff

The 22nd Annual
Ben Boyle Golf Classic

Sunday, July 24
Richmond Country Club

Hope Valley, RI

Sponsored by the
Pawtuxet Valley Rotary Club

and the Sunday Morning Golfers

For more information,
please call Ron Kostyla at

401-821-6203 or 401-821-7527

�

The Eleventh Annual
Auto Show & Fun Day

Sunday, August 7
(Rain Date – August 21)

UMass Dartmouth Campus

�

Benefit
Golf Tournament

Monday, August 15
8:30 am Tee-off

Fall River Country Club

Sponsored by
the Bristol County

Estate Planning Council

�

SHARE Fun Walk
Sunday, October 16

UMass Dartmouth Campus

the date

For more information about
these events, please call
SHARE at 508-999-8482

The UMD Center for Rehabilitation Engineering recently welcomed
Ed Newcomer and Deborah Beaton to its staff as computer technologists.

Ed’s duties include delivering and setting up computer equipment
in clients’ homes. He also is responsible for training clients in Internet

use and office software and for developing
training plans to enhance clients’ computer
skills. Deborah will provide training in the use
of computer systems to Center clients living in
nursing homes and assisted living facilities.
She also will visit area schools to provide similar
computer training to children
served by the Center.
        Ed received a bachelor of science degree
summa cum laude in computer information
management technology from Central New
England College of Technology in Worcester.

He has worked as a technical support specialist at Bridgewater State
College, a help desk coordinator/PC support specialist at Harvard

Medical School, a software support engineer
at Stream International Inc., and a software
instructor/education systems administrator
at Kinyon Campbell Business School.
        Deborah holds a bachelor of science degree
from Bridgewater State College. She has experi-
ence as an independent software contractor for
the Cape Cod Cranberry Growers Association
and has instructed schoolchildren in the use of
computer equipment.

Ed Newcomer

Deborah Beaton

SHARE  Welcomes New Members
to its Board of Directors

At its annual meeting in December,
the SHARE Foundation welcomed
two new members to its Board of
Directors. Newly elected members
Sid Martin and Kenneth Rodney
Rezendes each will serve a three-
year term on the board.

Long-time board member Nick
Iannuzzi has been named director
emeritus. James D'Agostino has been

elected chairperson of the board,
filling the vacancy left by outgoing
chairperson Gerald Gaboriau, who
recently moved out of state.

We wish to express our thanks
and a fond farewell to both Gerry
and fellow board member Betty
Chang, who recently moved to
Hawaii. Their wisdom and leader-
ship will be missed by us all. �
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WITH HEARTFELT THANKS
We extend our gratitude to the many supporters who have donated to SHARE

over the past few months. Your generous gifts are making it possible for us to provide the opportunity
for independent communication to more children and adults with disabilities.

The following donations were
received from September 16, 2004
through March 30, 2005.

THANK S  T O

Mr. & Mrs. George C. Ackley
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Aisenberg
Elizabeth A. Alcock
E. Phillip Amaral
Claire Antaya
Ashley Ford Sales, Inc.
Raymond Auyang
Charlotte G. Babbitt
Atty. Richard & Barbara Bachand
Rita L. Baker
Fadi A. Bark
Mr. & Mrs. George L. Bartsch
Malcolm E. Beattie
Karen Belleni
Dyan Beller
Elinor Bettencourt
Bob’s Fuel Supply
Frederick M. Bodington
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Boerth
Ella Botelho
Beth Bowen
Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Branco
George Brenner
Dorothy & Skip Brooks
Elizabeth W. Bullock
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bushnell
Marilyn Cabral
Dr. Claire T. Carney
Col. & Mrs. William F. Carroll, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Robert H. Caverly
SE Center For

Independent Living
Frederick T. Charlton
Dr. & Mrs. Rulph Chassaing
Audrey A. Chekares
Christine Chicca
Debbie Clark
Camilla Corvelo
Dr. Antonio H. Costa
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Cote
Rosemary DeMello
Robert & Mary Dennis
Paul E. Dubois
David Elwell
John & Joyce Fastino
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fratantuono
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Freeman
David & Lisa Freeman
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Frizzell
Mr. & Mrs. James Gomes, Jr.
Walter L. Gosciminski
Goulart’s Package Store
Louis & Nancy Hakeem
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Hallock
Ralph Hanson
Mrs. Bradford Hastings

James & Suzanne Healey
Kevin Heller
William Hennessy
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin W. Hill
Mr. & Mrs. William Holen
Robert S. Howland
Adam & Genevieve Imbriglio
Vernon L. Ingraham
Lt. Col. Anthony J. John
Jean F. Judge
Norma K. Judson
Theodora Kalikow
Lapointe Insurance Agency
Christine Lavallee
Joyce M. LeBlanc
Al Lees
Joseph R. B. Levesque
Michelle Levesque
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin H. Levine
Antone & Claudette Lindo
Jim Lopes
Robert Macedo
Louis & Jenny Maderios, Jr.
Anna Mailloux
Mr. & Mrs. William Makepeace
Dr. & Mrs. John E. Manning
Dr. G. K. Maravelas
Marion Welding, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney E. Martin III
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Martins
Ricky W. Massey
Julie Maty
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph McCrossan
William & Marie McCusker
Nancy & Michael McHugh
Michael McKenna
Mr. & Mrs. Richard McNally
Antone M. Medeiros
Dr. A. William Mercier
Edward Metivier
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Miller
Steve & Karen Moniz
Mrs. Edward W. Morris, Jr.
John & Carol Mullaly
F. Lee Nason
Caroline Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Nicolau
Frank & Linda Noble
Christopher & Janice Nolan
Fadra & Geoffrey Northrup
Mr. & Mrs. Duncan Olding
Rita H. O’Neill
Dr. Hubert C. Padelford
James Panos
Christine Paulson
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth R. Peal
Lynda & Thomas Perkins
Lucy R. Perry
Thomas A. Peters
Kristin L. Pierce

James J. Pirozzi
Edith Pliskin
Mary A. Potter
Susan Powers
Mr. & Mrs. Lionel Proulx
Thomas J. Proulx
Eric & Nancy Quintin
Gayle A. Raposa
Dr. Dorothy L. Read
Lori Ann Rego
Robert Rego
Reginald & Claire Remy
Paul Remy
Alan & Linda Richard
Drs. Peter & Judith Rizzi
Tracy & Stuart Robinson
Daniel Rocha
Bristol County Street Rod
Alice & Jonathan Root
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Roth
Mr. & Mrs. Omer Rousseau
Dr. Tridib K. Roy
James Russell
Sakonnet Plumbing & Heating
Rodney Santos
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Schaefer
David Schell
Kathleen Scieszka
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Sharples
James Shepley
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Shettle
Myron F. Simmons
Robin Singer
Leona P. & Brett Sorensen
Spinnaker Real Estate
Stergis Supply, Inc.
Greg & Brenda Stone
James & Joan E. Sylvia
Cornelia Burr-Tarrant
Prof. & Mrs. Howard C. Tinkham
Tom Manchester Landscaping
Mr. & Mrs. H. Sanford Town
Violet Tracey
Lorraine Travers
Mr. & Mrs. William Vieira
Walker’s Roadside Stand
Dr. & Mrs. Richard J. Ward
Larry & Ida Washington
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Whitehouse
W. Manchester Lawn Service
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie J. Wilson
Edward B. Witkowicz
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Witkowicz
Raymond &

Margaret Woodhouse
David Wood
Mr. & Mrs. Bradford Wordell
Clara & Lenny Worsley
Ross & Nancy Zabel
Dr. & Mrs. Max Zurflueh

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Elizabeth A. Alcock
Dr. William H. Anderson
Ayres Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Baker
Margaret Bellucci
E. Jay & Lisa Berkenbilt
Dr. Hans van den Biggelaar
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bixby
Robert A. Bjorklund
Richard & Paula Bolig
Rev. Nehemiah Boynton III
Dr. & Mrs. John Brazil
Carleton & Gertrude Burr
Sally Camara
Jim Carroll
LaVerne Cawthorne
Centreville Savings Bank
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Chervinsky
Chilmark Chocolates
Mr. & Mrs. David Correia
Country & Coastal Properties
Filip Cruz
Michael Duarte
East Repairing, Inc.
Dr. & Mrs. Gilbert Fain
Fall River Municipal

Credit Union
Quinguo Fan
First Baptist Church

of Lexington
First Federal Savings Bank
Margaret M. Gaffney
Paige Gibbs
James A. Golen
Grimshaw-Gudewicz

Charitable Foundation
Louise A. Habicht
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Hathaway
Judge & Mrs. George Jacobs
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Karas
Dr. & Mrs. William E. Kenney
Dr. Wolfhard G. Kern
Capt. & Mrs. Robert E. Larson
William & Jean Mahavier
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Manchester
Dr. & Mrs. John E. Manning
The MathWorks, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Martins
Martha McCarthy
Stephen D. McGowan
Janice McKeachern
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Meyer
Isabelle Middendorf
Mike’s Lawn & Garden Services
Theophano Mitsa
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Moniz
Polly Mosny
Donald G. Neville
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Mr. & Mrs. Franklyn B. Neville
Robert A. Neville
Paul A. Nolin
Lyle Norton
NSTAR Electric & Gas Corp.
Donna O. O’Connor
Carole A. Ogni
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Van Orden
Mr. & Mrs. Richard F. Partridge
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald F. Pietruska
Donna Ponte
Dr. Paul & Theresa

Raymond D.D.S., P.C.
Stephen Rocha
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rosenfeld
Susan Shapiro
Mary Silvia
Karen Skinner
Ann Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Sousa, Jr.
Dennis Talbot
United Congregational Church
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth B. Viall
Bob & Freida Wallstein
Mr. William E. Walsh, Jr.
Donald F. Wilbur
Gregory Wolf
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Worsley
Dr. & Mrs. Chang Ning Wu

IN HON O R  O F

Lynn Alpert
Hans & Shirley Picard

Donald J. Amaral
Linda Amaral

Victor F. Clark
Donald Perry

Lester Cory
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Foley
General & Mrs.
Fred R. Keith

Donna Dimery
Roberta Benjamin

Norbert & Anna Fredette
Mr. & Mrs. David Fredette

Cathy Hutchinson
Dina Baldasaro

Grandson Jimmy
Passing the Florida Bar
& Joining the Army J.A.G.

Mr. & Mrs. James Abeshaus

Bessie Lipis
Janet S. Hadley
H. Lawrence Webb

Fr. Frederick Meyer, SSCC
Century House, Inc.
Anthony & Janice Ferreira

Paul Remy
Jason St. Amour
Rachael Bona
Gillian Lamb Butchman
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm

Campbell
Eleanor Costa-Carvalho
Mr. & Mrs. William Collopy
Daniel Curran
Mr. & Mrs. Scott A. Cushing
Robert Delaney
Dr. Steven H. Gardner
Rebecca, Virginia &

Marvin Geller
Peter Halby
Heidi Hoefinger
Elaine & Bob Klein
John & Kathleen Lamb
Phyllis & John Murphy
Sarah Oliver
Goli Samii
Megan Sullivan
James F. Swensen
Lynne & Mark Wolf

Steven Resendes
Mr. & Mrs.
Manuel Resendes

Eleanor Roosevelt
Janet S. Hadley

H. Lawrence Webb
Sandra Sharples

Thomas Sharples

Leah Silverstein–Speedy Recovery
Bernice Russo

Robin Singer
Victor & Deborah Clark

Linda Texceira
Jean F. Judge
Doris A. Shaw
Mrs. Stanley H. Simons

The Postcard Project
Diane Bolton

Tom Zbyszewski
Linda Dionne

IN M EM ORY OF

Eulalia Abreu
Ruth Robert
Constance F. Santos

Gloria Alcobia
Stanley S. Epstein

All Those Killed in
Iraq and Fallujah
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Lord

Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Almeida
Michael & Eleanor Almeida

Deborah Amaral
Ruth Robert

Chester W. Baker, Jr.
Rita L. Baker

Wilma Hathaway Barratt
Lucille R. Hadley

Louise Barrett
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Cory

Mortimer Barr
Pauline Rossman

Mr. & Mrs. George A. Bartsch
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Hinves

Eugene Benoit
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert A. Goulet

John L. Berg
Mr. & Mrs. William Cory

Roy P. Bolduc
Joan Bolduc

Richard E. Bosche
Harold & Mary Gilmore

Arthur Boucher
Antone & Claudette Lindo

Harry Buckley, Jr.
Prof. Alden W. &
Theresa Counsell

Alpheda Bussiere
Ella Botelho
Patricia M.
Machado-Tavares

Gamberino Camaioni
Carol P. Camaioni-Gomes

Allan L. Campbell
Jeanne C. Campbell

Jeannine (St. Aubin) Cardinal
Prof. Alden W. &
Theresa Counsell

Joseph Cardoza
Atty. & Mrs.
Richard Bachand

Manuel & Anna Carvalho
Eleanor Costa-Carvalho

Eleanor B. Chatterton
Paul Chatterton

John Chellel
Prof. Alden W. &
Theresa Counsell

Charles Cimino
Elvira P. Cimino
Gladys & Morris Cohn

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Walder

Harold R. Cory
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bushnell
Ella Botelho
Dr. & Mrs. Barton Matsumoto

David K. Counsell
Prof. Alden W. &
Theresa Counsell

Roland Croteau
Patricia M. Tavares

Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Currier
Daniel Barboza
Phyllis Currier

Deceased Members of the
RI Air National Guard
Gen. & Mrs.
Donald W. Guilfoyle

Thomas J. Denney
Edith D. Denney

Daniel J. Dickinson, Jr.
Lucille R. Hadley

Irene Duffy
Prof. Alden W. &
Theresa Counsell

Bernard E. Dutra
Mrs. Bernard E. Dutra

Daniel F. Dwyer
Annette Dwyer

John & Mary Esposito
Louis & Frances Esposito

Antonio & Maria L. Felix
Antone Felix

Ellen Berg Freeman
John A. Freeman
Brenda Karnasiewicz Freese

Linda K. Egan
Richard R. &
Marjorie Medeiros

Rebecca Goldstein
Bernice Russo

Dennis R. Gonsalves
Prof. & Mrs.
Lenine M. Gonsalves

Lorraine Goulet
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert A. Goulet

Ruth Grossen
Dr. Heather Miller
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Rainer Hanack
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Reverend Donald &
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Pat & Dick Menoche

Helen T. Vanner-Metzen
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William Moran
Prof. Alden W. &
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Muriel A. Motta
Dr. Arthur Motta

Alice B. Nelson
Robert & Mabel Hathaway

Josephine Neronha
Louis & Nancy Hakeem

Evelyn O’Neil
Mary Phelan

Roland & Mitchell Paquette
Cecile Paquette

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Pastie
Paul S. Pastie

Michael Pitassi
Mr. & Mrs. Paul L. Sincero

Waldo F. Reis
Florence Reis

Louis Rodrigues
Mr. & Mrs. Antone Andrade

Dolores Ann Sassman
Edward A. Peters

Elizabeth J. Sauro
Dr. Joseph Sauro

Dr. Louis S. J. Simeone
Margaret Y. Simeone

Reverend Donald E. Snow
Nancy Snow

Salvatore J. Speno
Mrs. Salvatore J. Speno

Victor Stabile
Dr. & Mrs. Paul J. Stabile

John Titterington
Jean Titterington

Mr. & Mrs. James Tobias
Margaret Ann Tobias

G. Franklin Towers
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Warren

Paul Vaillancourt, Jr.
Patricia M. Machado-
Tavares

Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Ventura
Michael & Eleanor Almeida

Donald R. Viall
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Viall

Elizabeth Vitale
Mr. & Mrs. Len Dichard
Bertrand & Ruth E. Warren

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Warren
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Lawrence C. Fox
Elizabeth R. Murray
William Thorn
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Sharon L. Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Elliot Bloom
Grace Cabral
Estelle Nancy Carvalho
Congregational Church

of South Dartmouth
Dartmouth Building Supply
Manuel Enos
First Federal Charitable

Foundation
Hathaway Funeral Services
Susan Jay
Kevin Kam
Heidi Lane
Bruce MacRitchie
Fred Pacheco
Ludger Pelletier
Laura Perry
Betty Prescott
Drs. Peter & Judith Rizzi
Amber Rose
Lawrence P. Silva, P.E.
Cheryl Slaiding
Regis Spangler
Sunrise Assisted Living

of Dartmouth
William Therriault
Alfred Texceira
Kevin S. Trundy
Dr. & Mrs. Max Zurflueh


